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House Launches Review

Of Security Measures
Spy Case Involves Firm Hired by Congress

By Ruth Marcus
Washington Post Staft Writer

The House of Representatives
has launched a review of its secu-
rity procedures in the wake of the
arrest of a District man who alleg-
edly tried to pass copies of secret
House documents to the Soviet
Union, House General Counsel Ste-

, ven Ross said yesterday.

. Ross said House officials were
.considering having all closed hear-
ings transcribed by stenographers
on the House staff, rather than
turning to outside reporting firms,
or, if outside firms are used, making
checks of security procedures in
use at the firms.

“The House is conducting a re-
view of security procedures and
whether or not we can continue to
rely on the security clearances that

are done by the Department of De-
fense,” Ross said. “From the facts
that have been reported on this in-
cident . . . [ think we will certainly
institute some procedures to pro-
vide a little bit of a double check.”
Acme Reporting Co., the firm
where the arrested man, Randy
Miles Jeffries, worked as a messen-
ger, said in a statement yesterday
that it had undergone a routine De-
fense Department check of its se-

curity procedures less than thre€

weeks ago “and no problems or de-
ficiencies were found involving doc-
ument safekeeping.”

At a hearing yesterday, U.S.
Magistrate Jean F. Dwyer warned
prosecutors that they needed “more
meat” to buttress the government’s
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“bare bones” allegations against Jef-
fries.

According to an FBI affidavit
filed in federal court here yester-
day, Jeffries took a stack of classi-
fied documents from the company
earlier this month and told a co-
worker he “needed to find a Russian
to sell the documents to.”

In the affidavit, the FBI said
agents searching Acme on Satur-
day, the day after Jeffries’ arrest,
discovered numerous classified doc-
uments, marked “secret” and “top
secret,” ripped in four pieces and
placed in a plastic trash can.

The affidavit stated that an un-
named Acme official “advised that
the company maintains copies of top
secret and secret documents in its
safe, These documents are disposed

of by ripping them by hand and plac-

ing thetn in the trash.™ - =™

According to Defense Department
regulations, classified 'material is
supposed to be destroyed by shred-
ding or burning. Two employes are
supposed to witness the destruction
of top secret material, and “the de-
struction process must be sufficient
to preclude recognition or recon-
struction of the classified informa-
tion.”

L. Britt Snider, the Defense De-
partment’s director of counterin-
telligence and security policy, said
that the statements in the FBI af-
fidavit about security procedures at
Acme, if true, “raise some questions
about the security practices” of
Acme. He said the company would
be reinvestigated shortly.

The Defense Investigative Ser-
vice reviews clearances for individ-
uals who handle classified informa-
tion at the reporting companies and
inspects the facilities themselves to
make certain there are adequate
security precautions in place,

A Pentagon commission studying
security practices concluded in a

v

STAT

report released last month that the
service was “seriously under-
staffed,” with 225 inspectors to re-
view 13,000 companies cleared to
handle classified information.

Acme Board Chairman Charles L.
Richer said in an interview that
“what has been published is no-
where near the truth, We don'’t rip
them [classified documents] up and
dispose of them in public.”

A source familiar with the Jef-
fries case said the documents he
tried to sell to the Soviets were
transcripts of closed hearings of the
House Armed Services Committee.
Acme has a contract with the com-
mittee under which Acme person-
nel who hold security clearances
transcribe the hearings if none of
the reporters on the House staff are
available to cover it. .

Ross said there are 12 in-house
reporters, but only half hold secu-

rity’ clearances. Clearances for the'

rest are pending, he said, but some
have been waiting for as long as a

vear to get approval to hear clas-

sified information.

He said 85 to6 90 percent of the
closed hearings are handled by the
in-house staff,

In addition to its work for the
Armed Services Committee, Acme
transcribes hearings for the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Vet-
erans Affairs Committee and several
other committees, Ross said.

The arrest of Jeffries highlighted
a concern about security proce-
dures on Capitol Hill that has been
building in recent months and that
is part of an increased attention to
security throughout the govern-
ment and among private contrac-
tors in the wake of the recent wave
of espionage arrests.

Senate Intelligence Committee
Vice Chairman Patrick J. Leahy (D-
Vt.) said yesterday he believes that
all classified hearings in the Senate
should be transcribed in-house. Ex-
cept for the Intelligence Commit-



